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reason, also, for proceeding towards the North-west quarter of
the empire. For after consultation with the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Panjab, he determined to apply armed
force against certain tribes dwelling in the hills which over-
hang the Indus a little to the north of Attock. The operations
proceeded not so favourably for the British arms as might have
been anticipated, and the area of disturbance seemed likely to
extend itself. Still after his experience of grave conjunctures
in other countries he had a just confidence in his own capacity
for dealing with this affair, however serious it might become.

On his way to Lahore he desired to traverse some of the hill
districts which lie between Simla and the Panjab, so he began
his journey by daily marches. One morning he was crossing a
stream by a suspension-bridge made of canes and bamboos, by
which only one person could pass at a time, as it swung and
oscillated considerably. During this passage he was seized with
giddiness and faintness, and it shortly after became apparent
that his heart was fatally affected, He arrived in the course of
a very few days, though with some difficulty, at Dharmsala in
the Kangra district, telegraphed to England his resignation of
the Governor-Generalship, and prepared himself to die. He
summoned to his bedside Dr. Macrae from Calcutta, the same
physician who had attended James Wilson in his last illness.
Dharmsala is the capital of a Himalayan valley lying above the
well-known fort of Kangra. Prom it the spectator looks up
towards forest-clad hillsides, and thence to snowy heights
which seem to tower right over Ms head, while below
Tiim there is a fair prospect over the rice-fields threaded with
the rivulets and watercourses which supply the artificial
irrigation; and the November season is the finest in the year.
Altogether the place had an exceeding loveliness which cheered
Lord Elgin during the distressful depression of his last days.
He rallied slightly at times, and would turn Ms thoughts towards
the prospects of war on the frontier and the programme of
the assemblage at Lahore. He was, however, hopelessly linger-
ing, and sank after protracted suffering borne with Christian
resignation. He was buried in the picturesque churchyard of